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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 

(Prayer service for those who cannot attend Eucharist due to Corona Virus threat) 

Saturday, 28th March 2020 

The Angelus 

The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary 

And she conceived by the Holy Spirit 

Hail Mary ….. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord 

Be it done unto me according to your word 

Hail Mary ….. 

And the Word was made Flesh 

And dwelt among us 

Hail Mary ….. 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God 

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to 
whom the incarnation of Christ, your Son, was made known by the message of an angel, 
may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection, through the 
same Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn:  Come in pilgrim …     (89) 

Head of the family: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

All : Amen 
 

Penitential Act 

Head : My dear family members, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves 
for this prayer service: 

All:  I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed 
to do. (And, striking their breast, they say) through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and 
Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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Head: May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

All : Amen. 
 

Head:  Lord, have mercy 

All:     Lord, have mercy 

Head: Christ, have mercy 

All:    Christ, have mercy 

Head: Lord, have mercy 

All:    Lord, have mercy 
 

Let us pray: May the working of your mercy, O Lord, we pray, direct our hearts aright, 
for without your grace we cannot find favour in your sight. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

All : Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Reader: A Reading from the book of Jeremiah  

 'Let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name may be quickly 
forgotten' 

The Lord revealed it to me; I was warned. O Lord, that was when you opened my eyes 
to their scheming. I for my part was like a trustful lamb being led to the slaughter-house, 
not knowing the schemes they were plotting against me, ‘Let us destroy the tree in its 
strength, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name may be quickly 
forgotten!’ 

But you, the Lord of Hosts, who pronounce a just sentence, who probe the loins and 
heart, let me see the vengeance you will take on them, for I have committed my cause 
to you. 

The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 7:2-3,9-12 

Response: Lord God, I take refuge in you. 

1. Lord God, I take refuge in you. 
From my pursuer save me and rescue me, 
lest he tear me to pieces like a lion 
and drag me off with no one to rescue me.   Response 
 

2. Give judgement for me, Lord; I am just 
and innocent of heart. 
Put an end to the evil of the wicked! 
Make the just stand firm, 
you who test mind and heart, 
O just God!     Response 
 

3. God is the shield that protects me, 
who saves the upright of heart. 
God is a just judge 
slow to anger; 
but he threatens the wicked every day.  Response 

 

Gospel Acclamation       Ezk33:11 
 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!  

I take pleasure, not in the death of a wicked man – it is the Lord who speaks – but in the 
turning back of a wicked man who changes his ways to win life.  

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

 

Gospel:  John 7:40-52 

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Several people who had been listening to Jesus said, ‘Surely he must be the prophet’, 
and some said, ‘He is the Christ’, but others said, ‘Would the Christ be from Galilee? 
Does not scripture say that the Christ must be descended from David and come from 
the town of Bethlehem?’ So the people could not agree about him. Some would have 
liked to arrest him, but no one actually laid hands on him. 

The police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees who said to them, ‘Why haven’t 
you brought him?’ The police replied, ‘There has never been anybody who has spoken 
like him.’ ‘So’ the Pharisees answered ‘you have been led astray as well? Have any of 
the authorities believed in him? Any of the Pharisees? This rabble knows nothing about 
the Law – they are damned.’ One of them, Nicodemus – the same man who had come 
to Jesus earlier – said to them, ‘But surely the Law does not allow us to pass judgement 
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on a man without giving him a hearing and discovering what he is about?’ To this they 
answered, ‘Are you a Galilean too? Go into the matter, and see for yourself: prophets 
do not come out of Galilee.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

All : Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reflection:   The arguments about Jesus – his identity as messiah and his provenance – 
continue. Unlike the Pharisees, Nicodemus, however, is not blind. He had been already 
taught by Jesus by night the first time. Having an open mind Nicodemus now comes 
out into the open to defend Jesus, asking the Pharisees to listen to Jesus and give him a 
hearing. Later, he is seen at Jesus’ burial and bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes. 
Nicodemus is a man of faith, who desires to learn from Jesus and Rabbi, to defend Jesus 
the Christ, and to honour Jesus of Nazareth, the King of Israel. We need to have an open 
mind to accept in its totality the message of Jesus. (source: God's Word, St. Pauls India) 
 

Let us pray: Be pleased, O Lord, we pray, even when our wills are defiant, constrain 
them mercifully to turn to you. Through Christ our Lord. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Head: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
        hallowed be thy name; 
        thy kingdom come, 
        thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread, 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
 

Head: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, 
that. by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all 
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:   For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. 
 
Head : Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles; peace I leave to you, my peace I 
give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accordance with your will, who live and reign forever and ever. 
 
All : Amen. 
 
Head : The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
 

The concluding rites 

Let us pray:  May this prayer service purify us, O Lord, we pray, and render us fully 
pleasing to you. Through Christ our Lord. 

All : Amen 

Head : May almighty God bless us, keep us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.  

All : Amen 

Head : Let us go in the peace of the Lord, 

All : Amen 
 

Prayer for those infected by the Corona Virus 

(To be said before the recessional hymn) 

Almighty and ever merciful God, 
You show your love to the entire universe. 

Hear our prayers as we lift up  
all the people infected by Corona virus  
in different parts of the world. 

We beg you to touch the victims and 
their families with your healing touch. 

We thank you for the persistent efforts  
put in by the doctors to research  
an effective solution to this virus.  
May you bring success to their  
tireless efforts in this field 

We pray for the people working  
through the governmental and health  
organizations that they may be guided by you to 
take appropriate measures to overcome this difficult situation 
and work towards the safety of the people. 

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

Hymn: We hail Thee     (431) 
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